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Children and Massage
A Powerful Parental Ally
Shirley Vanderbilt 

Massage can cultivate a sense of well-being and security for children.

How you love
yourself is how
you teach
others to love
you.
-Rupi Kaur
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"Every child, no matter the age, should
be massaged at bedtime on a regular
basis." So says Tiffany Field, Ph.D., of
the Touch Research Institute (TRI) in
Miami, Fla. Field and her associates at
TRI have worked diligently over the past
decade proving the benefits of massage
for children. But this is not a new
concept.

Infant massage has long been a common
practice in families of Eastern and
African cultures. Many indigenous
tribes use some form of bodywork to
soothe, relax and heal their little ones,
sometimes including scented oils and
herbal remedies as part of the
experience. With our modern
technology and hurried lives, we

frequently find ourselves lacking in
quality family time and touching each
other less. The ancient practice of
massage can serve to reaffirm a close
bond with our children, and to convey a
comforting sense of security and trust.

Touch is the first sense to develop in
humans. It is essential to our health and
well-being. Babies have been known to

fail to thrive and even die without an
adequate amount of physical contact.
Adults, as well, can become depressed
and ill if they are isolated from this most
basic of human needs. Children who
learn healthy views of touch and are
provided with positive tactile experience
by their caregivers are more likely to
grow up to be adults with healthy
self-esteem, a sense of appropriate
boundaries and long-lasting intimate
relationships.

TRI researcher Maria Hernandez-Reif,
Ph.D., says she regularly gives massage to
her own daughter. When asked if other
parents should do the same, she says,
"Absolutely, a daily massage at least.
That's what the studies show. Regardless

of whether it's an infant, a child with
illness, a preschooler, pregnant women,
or the elderly -- no matter who we
studied we have found that massage
benefits all age groups and individuals of
different conditions."



Giving your child a massage each day can help deepen the parent-child bond. 
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Kids Stress, Too
Massage is a wonderful stress-buster for
children. "Oftentimes when we think
about stress," Hernandez-Reif says, "we
think it's just an adult condition, only
adults have stress. But if you think about
it, even young infants and children are
prone to stress." A young child starting
school who is unfamiliar with the area or
children in the class will experience
stress. Family illness or financial
problems, divorce and even vacations
can produce emotional strain.
Hernandez-Reif notes that one of the
consistent findings in studies of the
benefits of massage therapy is a
reduction in stress and stress hormone
levels: "There is a relationship between
stress and the immune system. If stress
hormones are chronically elevated, the
[hormone] cortisol will destroy the
healthy immune cells that fight viruses
and tumors and keep the immune
system healthy. If you can reverse that,
you not only reduce stress but also
reduce stress hormones, allowing the
immune system to bounce back and do
its job, which is to heal the body and
keep it healthy."

As for children's behavioral response to
massage, she says, "They are happier and
in a better mood. We have observed they
appear more relaxed, calm and
oftentimes fall asleep during massage."
If it's the child's first massage, they may
squirm a bit because they are not
familiar with this type of touch. Due to
the discomfort and pain of medical
procedures inflicted on them, infants
and especially premature babies may
have developed a negative association
with touch. Given this new, positive
experience they relax and their bodies
quiet down.

Infant Massage
One of the best ways to give your baby
safe, positive messages about touch is to
give her massage on a regular basis. Early
infant massage may stimulate the
developing nervous system and brain,
and memory of that positive touch may
then be permanently registered in the
body cells. By improving circulation,
respiration, digestion and elimination,
massage promotes a sense of comfort in
your baby and makes her less prone to
colic. As the baby grows, the stroking of
massage prepares the body for sitting,
standing and walking by promoting

strength, motor coordination and
self-confidence. Infant massage is
becoming very popular with new parents
and a number of resources are now
available to get you started. In addition
to books and videos, you can find
certified infant massage therapy
instructors in local private practice and
at hospitals and clinics specializing in
holistic medicine.

TRI's guideline of 15- to 20-minute
sessions is a good rule to follow at home.
Longer sessions can be overstimulating
or even uncomfortable for a younger
child with a short attention span.

Once massage is established as a family
routine, it can benefit your child
throughout his growing years.
Preschoolers have shown better
performance on tests of their
intellectual and manual skills after a
15-minute massage. They also slept

better during naps, were less likely to be
overactive, and had better behavior
ratings.

For teens struggling with the growing
pains of adolescence, massage helps to
balance unstable hormones and can
relieve anxiety by producing a state of
relaxation. A supportive relationship
with a massage therapist who gives them
safe, unconditional touch can also
increase their feelings of self-acceptance
and self-confidence during those trying
years.

Touch is essential to a child's
development, sense of well-being, and
good health. Kids reach out for touch as
naturally as they do for food and water.
A nightly massage can enhance the
parent-child bond and ensure that
touch is a positive, nurturing part of
their human experience. And, as Field
says, "They love it."



Take frequent breaks to avoid eye strain.

Relief for Computer Users
Mary Betts Sinclair 

The Scoop on Sugar
Not Such a Sweet Story
Shelley Burns, N.D. 

According to the American Optometric
Association, 46 percent of Americans
spend at least five hours a day on a
computer or smartphone. When looking
at a screen, many people hold their head
forward of center and slouch, which puts
many upper-body muscles in a
shortened position.

Here are some ways to avoid pain and
strain:
Computer users tend to blink very little
and stare straight ahead, not using their
peripheral vision. Be sure to keep
blinking, which washes your eyes in
naturally therapeutic tears and breaks up
your stare.

Take frequent rest breaks using the
20-20 Rule: every 20 minutes, spend
20 seconds looking at something far
away, preferably gazing out a window.
Also, stand up and move as much a
possible. This is a great time to do
eye-muscle stretches and
range-of-motion exercises for your back
and neck. Use your fingertips to gently

massage around your eyes, temples, and
forehead. Finally, rub your palms
together and gently cup your closed eyes.
Relax and breathe freely.

Make sure you have good light, and
check that your monitor is the correct
distance away from your eyes and at the
right height. Also, adjust the screen
settings to where they are comfortable in
terms of resolution and flicker.

If you wear eyeglasses, have them
checked. For example, in order for
some people to see clearly with their
heads held in an upright and balanced
position, and without chronic tightness
in the back of the neck, they may need to
have a prescription for a longer focal
length or larger bifocal inserts, or have
an adjustment of their eyeglass frames if
they are bent or twisted. Some people
may need a stronger or weaker
prescription. If your doctor has
prescribed a pair of glasses specifically
for seeing the computer screen, wear
them.

Mary Betts Sinclair is an Oregon-based educator
and bodyworker. Learn more about her at
www.marybettssinclair.com.

Most people have no idea just how much
sugar is in the foods Americans
consume. However, this sweet culprit
may be behind many health issues,
including skin problems. Here's why.

When refined carbohydrates, otherwise
known as simple sugars, are consumed
in excess, they cause an increase in
blood sugar levels. This excess sugar
(glucose) attaches itself to proteins and
is referred to as glycosylation. All cells in
our bodies have a protein component to
them including our hormones,
enzymes, cholesterol, and immune cells.
As proteins become coated with glucose,
they are unable to work effectively.

Collagen, that vital component of a
glowing complexion, makes up 40
percent of the proteins in the body.
Glycosylation hastens protein

cross-linking, which weakens collagen.
The result: wrinkles.

But wait, there's more. Sugar also causes
an increase in levels of cortisol, the
stress hormone, which can interfere with
hormonal balance and increase
inflammation. Skin inflammation can
manifest as acne, puffiness under the
eyes, and eczema. Sugar also increases
insulin levels and reduces sensitivity of
insulin. In fact, research shows people
with acne process sugar poorly, which
could be a direct result of high cortisol
and high insulin levels in the blood.

And finally, sugar depletes the necessary
nutrients required to keep the immune
system healthy. For example, sugar
interferes with the way the body uses
vitamin C, which is needed for the
formation of collagen and elastin as well

as immunity. It can also lead to sluggish
digestion, which also affects the skin.

The best way to steer clear of sugar is to
read labels. Avoid products that list
sugar in the first three ingredients, and
be aware of words ending in "ose" such
as sucrose, dextrose, and maltose, all of
which are sugar indicators. Also avoid
processed foods and refined
carbohydrates, such as white flour, white
rice, and white potatoes.

Whenever the sweet allure of sugar
tempts you, remember, sugar-free is key
to beauty.



To be beautiful
means to be
yourself. You
don't need to be
accepted by
others. You need
to accept
yourself.
-Thich Nhat Hanh

FEBRUARY OFFICE HOURS!
Monday - Thursday: 10am-5pm
Friday, 2/17: 9am-3pm
*Please note* Paula and Ashley have limited appointments
after 5pm. 

PRODUCT OF THE MONTH!
This February, save 20% on all in-stock Maui Excellent
Perfumes!
Lavender, Pikake, Gardenia, Tuberose, and Plumeria. 
Free smells in office :)

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
Thursday, February 16 at 5:30pm
How to Give a Good Shoulder Massage
$30/couple
Limited Class Size

Empowering you to heal yourself

208 E Howard St
Hibbing, MN 55746


